Similar in function to the posterior intercostal veins, the subcostal veins run inferior to the twelfth pair of
ribs and drain blood from dorsal muscles and skin, as well as from the vertebral venous plexuses. The
subcostal veins have dorsal tributaries and drain into the ascending lumbar veins, thereby forming the
azygos vein on the right and hemiazygos vein on the left.



